Ep. 247

Shelby: [00:00:00] Hey, everybody, and welcome to the Daily Grace podcast.
This is Shelby, and I am joined by my co host, Krystal.

Hey, Krystal. Hey. And we're really excited to introduce you to our guests today,
although they may not really need much of an introduction because they're well
known speakers, authors, and podcasters themselves, but we're really excited to
introduce you to Jen Wilkin and JT English. Hi, Jen. Hi, JT.

Hi guys.
JT: Hey, thanks for having us.
Yeah,
Shelby: yeah, we're so glad that you're here with us. Yeah.

Krystal: okay, I do have an opening question. Since y'all both do your own
podcasts, you just came out of podcast recordings, I would love to hear if either
one of y'all or both of y'all have just a favorite story from podcasting. I feel like
we have so many funny stories, crazy stories.

If you have a favorite story to share, I'd be like... Like the
Shelby: things that get cut out of the episode. You know what I mean? Yeah.
Krystal: Yeah. Anything you want to share we'd love to

we had one and JT. I can't remember what set us off. we

JT: I know what you're referring to and I don't remember either, but I know
[00:01:00] exactly what you're

talking

We had one, there's been a couple episodes where we were like, we're not
gonna be able to finish the episode because we are cry laughing, like bent over

JT: like shoulders going up and down uncontrollably. were still recording in
person.



This is before COVID and we were all in the same room and we had one of
those giggle fits that we just couldn't stop. I know exactly what you're referring
to. I thought about that one also. I was hoping you could remember what it was,
but I can't remember.

I can't remember what it was.

we've had miniature versions of that, like where one of us will say
something the wrong way or something, or, you know, it's like someone says
something and you're like. Oh, that sounds dirty. Or, oh, that sounds, you know,
and then you're just like, and we're we're not mature enough to just roll
right past it.
JT: You
just put your
head

Yeah. What about you guys?

Krystal: We have a lot. | was thinking of one where I had put a Greek word
into the script and I was like, totally, we're gonna get really theological and I get
the word and my mind, I just, it's blank. I'm like, how do you say it? So we
spent probably 30 seconds [00:02:00] like How do I don't remember what the
word

Shelby: was, but We were like, going in, pronouncing it, and we just
couldn't get it.

And it just didn't sound It sounded Italian. I like, didn't say it. It just sounded
Krystal: Italian, like any accent. I was like, this is
JT: And spaghetti!

Krystal: I can't get out. I can't say it. [ was like, I'm not a Greek scholar,
obviously. You're thankful for our, editing team. they make us sound
better than we are.

But we laugh a



lot in
Yeah. Ours doesn't, ours
leaves in all the, the bad stuff. Are you listening, Brad? I'm talking about
JT: literally just
starts the episode and ends it. that's the editing process for us.

and if there's something incriminating, he saves it in a file of incriminating
things so that

he can, you know, blackmail us.

Krystal: Yes. We have that file. Yes. We have the same. Yeah. Yeah. Oh, I love
it.

Shelby: Well, we're really excited to get into our topic today.
y'all have just come out with a brand new book. You are a theologian.

And I feel like that's something that we always want to encourage our audience
n.

Krystal:






Shelby:

It's an invitation to know and love God well, and it answers questions like who
is God, what is God what [00:03:00] is the Bible, who are we, and so those
are. questions that have sometimes weighty answers, detailed answers. And
so you'd think that the two people, writing this book, that y'all
probably have been Christians since you could walk and that you have tons of
theological education and all of these things.

but knowing just a little of each of your stories, that's not necessarily
the case. So right at the front, I think I just wanted to ask y'all to share a little bit
of your kind of Theological journey to help maybe dispel the myth that,
okay, this book is only for people who maybe have had, the Bible in
a systematic theology in their hands from the time they were toddling around
their house.



JT: All right, I'll jump 1n. so yeah, my story is, [ grewupina
wonderful home, a loving home, but I didn't come to know the Lord until I was
in college. Somebody just sat down and shared the four spiritual laws with me,
and coming from kind of a post Christian secular background where I didn't

really have the echoes of, Or maybe the exhaust fumes of a biblical
worldview.
I just had nothing,[00:04:00] related to that. And the Lord saved me,

sitting in a student center while eating a Whopper. the Lord just
revealed himself to me and I understood the gospel in simple terms that God
made me, created me, I'd sinned, Jesus came to, Buy me back and redeem
me that I could have everlasting life if I believed in him.

So I did. And then my next three or four years was really involved in a campus
ministry, which the primary intention of that ministry was evangelism and
teaching people how to be evangelists. And I just jumped in and I knew
how to share the gospel, but I really didn't know the Bible very well.

So I went to my pastor at the time and said, I'd love to grow. I'd love to learn
the, I Was feeling a call to ministry. And he said, that's great. If you
want to grow, we have places for that. They're called seminaries. And I said,

what seminary? And I was really surprised that he didn't say you could be
in the church.

Like I can develop you and train you. That's not a critique of him in any way. It
was just a little bit of a surprising answer to somebody who was new to the
whole kind of. world that we live in of evangelicalism. So I went to
seminary, went to Dallas Seminary for a master's degree and [00:05:00]
eventually Southern for a PhD, and during that time, the Lord really grew in me
a love for the local church because at, the church told me you have to leave the
local church in order to lead.

The seminary was telling me this is actually where Real leadership happens.
This is where we're doing real theological education. And in addition to that the
church said you're probably going to lose your faith when you go to seminary
There's those people who thought you know, if you go to seminary, you're not
gonna you're not gonna learn about the lord You're gonna just learn a bunch of
facts.

You don't need to do that. And what happened for me was It was like gold
nuggets in every class. [ was like, I can't believe we don't have access to this
kind of content in the life of the everyday Christian local church, which I



viewed myself as even while I was getting my theological education. And so |
then had the opportunity to come back to the life of the local church because

what I feel like my passion has been ever since I had that conversation with
my pastor was to make the riches of Christian theology accessible to
everyday people.

When I first came to faith, somebody gave me a systematic theology that was
around 500 pages long, and that [00:06:00] was really intimidating to me. I
didn't, I'd never read a book that big before and had words. I didn't know the
definitions too. And, and had all kinds of controversial topics that [ hadn't
thought through yet.

and so really the, this book, you are a theologian is kind of a product of, I
wish somebody would have handed me this book and told me theology is
accessible to you. You don't have to go to seminary, although seminary is great.
It's fine. But you can actually be a theologian where you are in the relationships
you currently have and in the context of your local church.

Yeah, my story is very, um, Pretty different from JT's. he was saved
later in life and introduced to theological training earlier in his Spiritual
trajectory. I was saved early in life. I was a kid I don't remember the the date
when [ was I don't remember a time when I didn't have faith in the Lord but I
wasn't introduced to theological categories until I was in my late 20s and was
already teaching, serving in the local church and just knew I can't do this if
don't have the right framework.

I don't want to get this wrong. [00:07:00] Um, no one said to me, you should go
to seminary that that didn't happen until much later. And I think that
happened much later. because people were like, wait, you're out here teaching
all of these women and you don't have formal theological training. And that's
actually a really good question to ask.

am thankful that there are seminary educations and I. love when women go and
get a seminary education. That just ended up not being my story. By the time |
was a candidate for that, I had four kids who were about to head off to college,
so I wasn't the next in line for higher education. And not only that, but I just
wouldn't have had the time, you know, based on the other things that were going
on in my life during that season.

And so I had to find my way forward, and, um, I did discover the ministry of R.
C. Sproul, who was someone who was doing what J. T. described. He was
taking these concepts. They were up here, and he was bringing them down to,



an average learner's level without diminishing their impact or significance in
doing so.

And I thought, I need that. And [00:08:00] also, I want to do that because I
knew that women in particular, were not getting access. To these concepts. they
were having feelings level discussions. They were having devotional content
filtered their way, and they had no theological lenses through which to operate
when they were deciding between one Bible study or another, or one
interpretation or another.

And so, on my 30th birthday, my husband, the Diehard romantic, gave me Louis
Berkoft's systematic Theology. And yeah, it was a big book even though I was
intimidated by it, I. -pressed forward because I knew I needed to know what was
in that book. but I agree with JT this book we've written is the book that I wish
that someone had handed to me.

We need on ramps into these ideas and I still would equate myself with the
learner in the church. JT and I both see ourselves as learners. And I hope that we
will, I assume that we will for as long as the Lord gives us, but to never lose
that sense of. I know how hard it was to find these things, and I also [00:09:00]
know the great benefit of having access to them, and so I don't want it to just
terminate on me.

I want other people to have this as well. So that is the impetus behind the book
for sure.

Krystal: feel like y'all are hitting on a lot of things that we're really passionate
about at Daily Grace. Even with the podcast, we talk about like, theology isn't
just for the seminarians, not just for the pastor. Like, it is for you. Like, you can
know and love God through his word. I love just the emphasis, too, that y'all
have on the local church.

That's something we're also very passionate about, and so it's easy to go. outside
and go to all these places, but what does it look like for us to learn alongside of
each other as brothers and sisters, as we're learning theology together?

JT:






: Yeah-

Krystal

Jen




Krystal:

Shelby: Yeah, I think what you just said there,

that leads well into our next question because we want to
get to this idea of being kind of a consumer of or a contributor to the
conversation of theology. I'm wondering if you can just kind of break down
those terms for us and explain a little bit what you mean by that.

This gets to an idea, JT, and I care a lot about, and that is the idea of
passive learning environments versus active learning [00:10:00] environments.
And so, if you think about most of the spaces we inhabit when we come to
church, uh, and I'll speak specifically of Sunday morning, which many of us
have regarded as the most formative space.

learning space that we can be in during the week. when you sit and listen to a
sermon, you are passively receiving information from the, preacher and, passive
learning does have some impact on our spiritual formation, but active learning
is where we partner in the learning process and we don't just passively receive,
but we are doing work on our own, which then shapes the way that we hear
what is being taught to us.

And so I love. preaching. JT and I both, uh, hold a high view of preaching. JT's
doing it on a weekly basis. and just, hey internet, I'm never doing it just in case
you wondered. but I will say that, we have a really, deep sense of the
significance of learning spaces where people are actually functioning as a
student, where it's dialogic, where you have an opportunity to discuss.

And Even the way that we structured the book, it has [00:11:00] that in view,
with discussion questions at the end and prayer exercises <. to help people
begin to have these conversations. We are not meant to just sit and listen to
theology and think about it in our own heads. We are meant to be in
conversation with others so that we're moving forward in our understanding in a
way that you're just not when all you're doing is downloading

information.

JT: Yeah, ' I agree with that wholeheartedly. So I remember there was a
meeting that we had at the church that Jen and I used to work at together and
it was an HR meeting. So if you work in HR, I apologize, but it was one of



those meetings that was not excited to go to. It wasn't like a bad HR meeting. It
was like a train, like an all day training.

I was like, Oh my gosh, I've got so much to do, but I took something away from
this meeting that meant so much to me. She, she helped us think about how
people learn and how they can develop. And she said, you know, if people
simply hear. what you're saying, they'll write, you know, they'll, they'll maybe
remember 5, 10% of it a week from now.

If they hear it and write it down, they'll remember 20 or 30%. But if they hear it,
write it down, and then speak it, they can remember up to 70 or 80% of it a
week from now. And so that made me think, okay, how does that change the
way we do [00:12:00] discipleship? And it turns out... This is not a new idea. It's
actually just a, as Jen has mentioned, an old idea or an old idea that we've
recently forgot that we want to retrieve and recover.

And it really 1s. The church is, and this is, this is biblical. Paul describes the
church as not being ministered to, but as the ones doing ministry. That's why
we're a body and we all need each other. And so that includes the work of
theology. The work of theology is not simply for pastors. Theology is being
done every single night in the English home when Macy and J.

T. put Thomas and Bailey to bed. Sometimes they're asking big questions about
life. Sometimes they're asking nothing and we just pray for them. Sometimes
we're maybe singing a song together, but that, so I think about moms and dads,
maybe listening to this, you're doing theology. Every single night when you put
those kiddos to bed, are you doing good theology?

Is it reflective of who God is or is it a distortion of who God is? And so that's
really the heart of the book is and how do we help people realize? Okay, it's not
just important that my kids go to church and listen to the kids minister or listen
to the pastor Who is the theologian? But actually that I'm a theologian and being
[00:13:00] trained and equipped by my church To be a theologian in my home
in my workplace with my neighbors or ever God might have me

Krystal: Yeah, so okay, if you're watching the video, you might see this, but I'm
wearing my theologian sweatshirt and this 1s one when I wear out in public.
There's always the, yeah, there's the person that's like, Oh, are you a theologian?
I'm like, Well, I try to be a good one,



I think there's probably a lot of
people maybe listening, thinking that, they're maybe intimidated to even
think of themselves as that, or even intimidated to even grow in their
understanding of theology.

So what advice would you have for someone who maybe is either intimidated
by that or they're thinking like, I don't think I'm a theologian. I'm not this. I'm
not that. I'm not smart enough. I don't know enough. How could I call myself a
theologian?

JT: I'll offer just two quick ideas, and Jen, I'd love to hear what you would say
too. The first i=.-is more, I think, a biblical idea. And second, I just want to share
part of my story. The first idea ++.-1s when you think about the Bible, specifically
Genesis 1 and 2, which I'm sure most of your listeners are familiar with, one of
the most shocking things that God does is He calls His creation, part of His
creation, [00:14:00] humans, Image bearers.

Now that is not new language. to be an image bearer of God was something
that other cultures had and it was reserved specifically for kings and queens and
princesses and princes. And it was something that was reserved for the elite,
something that was reserved for the expert, the one who was aside.

And what God does is he says, nope, it is not just the elite that bear my image. It
is actually all people. It's a democratization of what it means to have dignity,
value, and worth. And to be an image bearer then means to also be a theologian
because you're in relationship with God and you're in relationship with his
creation, specifically other people.

to be a theologian is a deeply biblical thing because God has told you that
you are his image bearer. Every single one of us. And we either bear his image
in ways that reflect him or in ways that distort him. But also the word theology
itself can be intimidating. we even wrestled with the title of the book
of like, what are we?

Should we call this, do we just come out and say it? do we just tell them
what they are, or do we bury the thesis in the first chapter
somewhere? But really the [00:15:00] thesis is the title is in the reason we
chose to use the word theology, that you are a theologian is because we wanted
to make sure we communicate this idea.



Theology though, it sounds like an intimidating word. It's really just two Greek
words put together, theos. In Lagos, the word Theos means God and the word
Lagos means word or words about or the logic of, and everybody has that.
Everybody has words about God, an atheist, somebody who's secular,
somebody who's just apathetic, somebody who adheres to some other kind
of religion.

Somebody who's antithetical to the faith or Christians people who would
consider themselves to be Christians. They are theologians, too So one of the
main turns that we try to make in the book is after we hopefully convince
people that they are theologians And you just mentioned this i's-it's not a
question of are you a theologian?

It's a question of are you a good one? are you thinking about? Are your
affections in a line with, you know, are you acting in accordance with who God
is and how he's revealed himself? Or are you somehow distorting that? And
theology isn't just writing papers or singing songs. It's life. Theology is the most
[00:16:00] practical thing.

Theology should impact every single thing we do every day.

Yeah. I would just add to that that it's not wrong to know that there is a
distinction between someone who is a theologian as a profession. the people
whose commentaries I read, they are theologians in a very formal way that [ am
not. And that is valid. Uh, JT has a PhD.

That's a different level, or a different approach, certainly, a more formalized
approach to learning and doing theology than has been something that I have
gotten to pursue. But I also am a theologian, and so I want to be as good a one
as I can for the settings in which the Lord is going to place me.

And so in the same way that, like, a lot of times women will come up to me,
um, i a, in a greeting line and say, Uh, um, well, I teach the Bible, but I'm not
teaching like you're teaching And I'm thinking, well, yes you are. You're
teaching in the place that the Lord has given you to teach and so you need to be
adequately equipped to do the work wherever the Lord places you.

And JT and I see this issue of being a theologian is nothing less than a Great
Commission [00:17:00] responsibility. the Great Commission tasks All of us
with teaching others to observe all that Christ commanded, and we cannot teach
to others what we do not know ourselves. And so I do think, you know, when



we talk about what the book covers, it's important for listeners to understand
that, we're talking about the basic beliefs of the Christian faith.

We're talking about this means you're a Christian, and if you don't believe it, it
means you're not a. And this is not like a deep dive into, one theological
concept. It's meant to say, Hey, these are the things that Christians have agreed
to find us across the centuries. And, what we were seeing in our own church.
And then as it turns out is something that is. everywhere in evangelicalism is
that while we are ready to argue about our politics or about ideologies, and we
have made done a great deal of research into why we think about those things
the way that we do, that many of us cannot articulate the basic Christian beliefs
that are our inheritance.

They're the good [00:18:00] deposit we're supposed to pass on from one
generation to the next. So when we say you're a theologian, what we're saying is
your generation, this generation is tasked with passing along this good deposit.
Are you equipped to do

so?

Krystal: Yeah, I love that y'all are able to do Something that I think can be
challenging, or we maybe don't see it modeled well, which is holding theology
high, but also making it accessible. And I think that's really encouraging for
someone who's thinking, well, I don't have access to the books, or I can't go to
seminary.

That's a lot of what the women in our church would say. It's I want to grow,
I want to learn, but... Fill in the blank. I can't do these things. But it's no,
we can do this in the local church. there are things accessible to us, and
part of that is one another in the body of Christ. And I just appreciate this
encouragement of it's not just learning all the right things, but it's hey, you
are a theologian.

It's just a matter of like, how are you developing that? How are you learning and
growing and becoming a better theologian day by day? so I just, I
appreciate this.

Shelby: conversation. Yeah. I would say one of my greatest seasons of
growth in theological knowledge was when I was a stay at home mom to four

Mm [00:19:00] hmm.



Shelby: I had a lot of chores to do and there were a lot of podcasts and audio
books that I could listen to during that time. And so I think like, yeah, there's so
many avenues, great avenues, free avenues out there.

JT:

JT:

Shelby: So Jen, just a question for you, we've
heard you talk a lot about Bible literacy. you have women of the word
which is also a podcast recently, which is super exciting but now you're

writing a book about theology. So why is that? Are these two connected?

Yeah. They're absolutely connected. In fact, JT and I have had a friendly
debate going on about this for years, about which one is more important. And of
course the answer is they're, they're both important. if Bible literacy is a crisis in
the local church, and I absolutely believe that it is, I would say that it's twin
crisis would be theological literacy.

And honestly, we have the numbers to back it up. Um, the research is out there
about what. Evangelical, so like what Christians know about their own faith is
just shocking. And so I'll just, I'll give you a couple of examples. Um, this is
from a study that Lifeway Resources did.-[00:20:00] the belief that God learns
and adapts to different circumstances. So that's a denial of God's immutability.
The belief that God learns and adapts to different circumstances. 48% of
evangelicals agree that that is true. So Christians, 48% of Christian surveyed
said that that's true. the belief that everyone is born innocent in the eyes of God.



So that's a denial of the doctrine of original sin. that belief 65% of evangelicals
agree that it is true that everyone is born innocent in the eyes of God. God
accepts the worship of all religions, including Christianity, Judaism, and Islam.
56% of Christians surveyed said, yes, we agree with that. And then this one,
Jesus was a great teacher, but he was not.

God. 43% of evangelicals agree, and those numbers are climbing. They're not.
Getting lower. And in an age of deconstruction, in an age of de churching, we
have people potentially leaving the church who are leaving behind a faith that
the good deposit of was perhaps never even given to [00:21:00] them in the first
place.

not only that, but when we understand these basic beliefs, it helps us. If you're
familiar with, you know, the study method that I talk about, when you move
from comprehension to interpretation and you're trying to say, what does this
mean? Well, we don't start from nothing there. There's historic agreement in the
church on, on how to interpret, aspects of the Bible because it's been so
viewed for so long.

And so these beliefs are what give us the right lenses by which we begin the
good and hard work of interpretation and application.

Shelby: Yeah, I think that's really encouraging, and those numbers are sobering,
for sure, but I think knowing them tells us the conversations that we need to be
having, and I think that this book goes a long way towards starting those
conversations, for sure.

Krystal: so my heart is for women in ministry I did women's ministry for
over 10 years and [ feel like I always filter some of our conversations
through okay How does a woman in a church?

Practically model this for women. How do they lead other women in this and
[00:22:00] especially if maybe there aren't the spaces They are talking about in
the local church for women To grow and to thrive in this, and especially if they
have like a teaching gift or a leading gift, and maybe they don't really know
how to use that.

Is there any encouragement that y'all might have, either one of y'all,

JT:



Krystal:

Shelby:

Krystal:
JT:

Well, I don't think it's any secret to anybody listening, if you haven't
figured it out so far, let me just say it out loud. One of my greatest JT.

And, um, I, I would pray that every woman in ministry, particularly with a
leadership opportunity would have someone like him because it is hard, it is
hard and it can be very lonely. but I do think you have to stay open hearted
about it. You have to keep asking, you know, I've talked to elsewhere, like I had
positive relationships with men in general, like my, I, my, my husband, positive
relationship, my brothers, my dad, I did not expect.

Respect to not be met with, uh, mutual respect. When I entered in a dialogue
with, with men in ministry, however, sometimes [ was disappointed in that
expectation.-Just to be frank, I've never, I have not felt that with [00:23:00] jt. I
just, I haven't. he welcomed me in and, treated me as a colleague and that was,
revolutionary.

I, I, there are very few men in ministry in my experience who know a woman
who they regard as their theological equal and even fewer who know a woman
they would regard as their theological superior. And I think that that is
something that we need to see in the church. The church needs both fathers and
mothers.

And so, if you're a woman listening to this And you're thinking, Oh, I think that
might be me. I think I might be. Someone who is moving that direction. then I
would say, don't, shut down because in the past, maybe you haven't had an open
response from, a male ministry leader, keep asking, is there someone out there
who I can, not just, um, enjoy the benefit of partnership with, but also model
that.

for my local church. It may happen. It may not happen. I'm praying it will
happen. I will say, if you're asking, like, how do I get started with this? Like I
know this is something that [ want to do and I'm just not sure, like, how or



where, I always tell women, Everybody has a living room and [00:24:00] never
underestimate the significance of the discipleship that happens in that space.

I can tell you from firsthand- that. All of the work that goes into the living room,
it is really nice when you get to use that work with a few more people than fit
into your living room. Because you're going to, if [ know you, and I think I do
because you're probably like me, you're going to do that work whether one
woman or 50 women or 500 women show up because you love the work and
you care about it and you see it's important.

but. As you wait to see the settings that the Lord might take you into, man, just
open up that living room and get started because for one thing, as you're getting
started, you need a place where the consequences for failure are relatively low.
Like in the early days of me trying to teach some of this stuff, I'm thankful that
it was five people and not 5, 000.

and it, because it gave me, and also that it was dialogic. I'm rarely in spaces
anymore where it's a truly dialogic back and forth. And the living room years
did more to form me [00:25:00] as a teacher than any other stage in my
development.

JT: Yeah. Maybe just to piggyback on that a little bit. I'll just say this on
Jen's behalf. I think it's hard to remember that, Jen has, 1s now
authored lots of books and has the opportunity to speak to large crowds. I knew
Jen when she was doing this in the living room. And I know those women that
were in the living room.

That's real. she was not handed a microphone. So often when Jen and I were
working together, people would come to us and say, I have the gift of teaching,
where can I teach, we would always ask. The question, who are you
teaching now? Are you teaching in your living room? Like the gift of teaching
does not come with a microphone.

It doesn't come with a platform. It comes with a task of teaching people,
whether that's your toddlers or your kiddos or your friends. And so begin
exercising and using that gift, whether you're a learner of theology and, or a
teacher of theology.

Krystal:



JT:
I want to say this first of all, as an encouragement
to the women who are listeners of this podcast is keep going, you are
meant to do this.

You are not in a space that you're not supposed to be. if it feels foreign and
alien to you, keep going, it's going to come more natural and familiar to you.
And I just want to encourage you. To wherever you're at. Maybe you're
somebody who i1s already teaching God's [00:26:00] word and you have a
platform, keep going.

If you're somebody who this is a brand new idea to you, get started. It's never
too late to get started. So we want to encourage you to begin. And I will say
this, maybe you need to send this to your husband or send it to your pastor or
whatever. I'll, I will say this to the guys. You need to hold the door open
sometimes for women to come in.

they don't need your approval. it's not like you're approving of them.
God already approves of them. They're invited to this task and in some, not in
some sense, in every sense, biblically commanded to this task to teach, and
to sing the good news about who God is. But for you to say, welcome, I'm so
glad you're here.

How can we help you? How can we advocate for you is an important thing in
the life of local churches or nonprofit ministries or even homes. Sometimes I'll
say this. One of the things that I enjoy in my relationship with my wife, Macy.
And I don't say this, Jen's heard me say this privately before I said it publicly.

I have learned more about God from my wife, Macy English, and the way to
follow Jesus than I have from any book, any textbook, any seminary professor.
And so husbands, this could be you just encouraging your wives to say, keep
going after Jesus. Keep loving Jesus. I love learning about God from you.
[00:27:00] And that's the way I think ministry was meant to be, whether it's in
homes or in churches or nonprofit ministries, men and women pursuing the task
of discipleship together.

Shelby: Thank you both. That was just super encouraging. I like, feel personally

encouraged and, yeah, I think it can feel like a hard space and maybe we've

experienced that or maybe we've just heard other people share their experiences

of it. And there's a lot of reasons that women maybe wouldn't even pursue this
in their local spaces.



And so I think that encouragement is gonna go a long way to maybe encourage
them to keep going or maybe take the first step. as we wrap
up this episode, there is one question that we ask every guest who
comes on the podcast at the Daily Grace Co. we always say that the gospel
changes everything. So Jen and JT, we'd love for you each just to share for a bit
on what the gospel has changed we'd love for you each just to share

JT: Oh man, Jen, you got to go first. I feel like I just poured my soul out there.
I'm not ready to cry again.

okay, all right, I'll, I'll take the first hit. Uh, I am the consummate good
girl. I can follow a rule all day long. I can be [00:28:00] the, the one who does it
exactly the way you wanted it done and give me the gold star. And, so what
grace has done for me is it has changed, my doing, um, it is because [
already have everything in Christ, and so I can, um, obey out of gratitude
instead of out of um, a desire to self promote or to draw attention to myself.
And, so. I needed that a lot, and I was in a, [ am in, and I have always been in
spaces where self promoting worked and brought me the reward that [ wanted,
and I know more than ever that that is a reward that is here on earth and will not
be in heaven, and I don't want to make that trade.

I'm willing to, obey God because he's worthy of our obedience instead of
because there's something in it for me. So that's what grace has done for

me.

JT: good, Jen. You know, I thought I knew this. Grace is one of those
opportunities to keep learning the same lesson over and over again. the lesson
that I'm [00:29:00] learning over again now is... I'm now a lead pastor of a
church. I wasn't a lead pastor three years ago, and I would have said this, I
would have said what I'm about to say to you for, you know, four years ago
before I was a lead pastor.

But, to now preach the gospel each week, it's so easy, and I hate
this about my soul, to become desensitized to it and to think, yeah,
they all need to hear this. I'm so glad that I can, come

from on high from sermon preparation and preach the gospel to my church.

And then you're just struck again in moments of like, no, no, no, no. This is for
me first. This is for me. This needs to live in my soul before it lives in my
words. It needs to take up residence ++-in my heart before it takes up



residence on pages, or on a podcast. And so I think what I'm experiencing
right now is, God's been so kind to our church.

We're growing and. We're seeing baptisms and conversions, and it can be so
easy to begin celebrating the successes of ministry. But I don't want to ever
trade the successes of ministry or the quote unquote, what we would call
successes, worldly successes for enjoying God. I'm not, God doesn't love
me because I'm a pastor.

God doesn't love me because I [00:30:00] preach the gospel. God doesn't love
me because I've committed my life to ministry. He loves me before those things.
And I do those things because I know that, but I have to preach that to myself
regularly.

You better buckle up, J. T., because there's going to be an influx of women
into your church.

JT: You guys want the address? 14 6 0 5 West 64th
Avenue,

They're going to be like, that guy's a door holder. I'm going there.
JT: We have 98 Bible teachers this fall. Yeah.

Krystal: a good church growth strategy right There you go. thank you both just
for taking the time to chat with us and, '+, we're going to link your book, the
podcast, everything, for people to connect with you in the show notes. So
we just really appreciate your vulnerability and you just sharing, . the wisdom
that God has given you in the way that you are living now in the local church
context.

So we thank you so much for being here today.
Thanks so much for having us
JT: It was an honor. Thanks for having the conversation with

us
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